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For Immediate Release

'No Refusal' goes year-round in Tarrant County
(Fort Worth, Tx) - Tarrant County is No Refusal all the time.

That means drivers pulled over for suspected impaired driving who refuse to take a routine breath 
test will be subject to a court-ordered blood test instead.

This program began as a special effort launched around holidays when people were most likely to 
drink and drive.

Now, No Refusal is in effect 365 days a year across Tarrant County and in all of its 41 cities. Police 
officers and sheriff’s deputies have access to expedited judicial warrants and centralized blood-draw 
locations.

“Times have changed,” Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney Sharen Wilson said. “In the past, we 
focused on specific weekends. Drinking and driving is a full-time challenge. Our police chiefs agree it 
is best for our community and the safety of our citizens to be No Refusal all the time.

“We are committed to arresting and prosecuting those who put others in danger when they decide to 
drink and drive,” Wilson said. “We are committed to getting them off the streets every day of the 
year.”

Last year, there were 6,001 misdemeanor and felony cases of driving while intoxicated filed in 
Tarrant County courts. The goal is to dramatically reduce that number. 

“I am very excited about Tarrant County becoming 100% no refusal on DWIs,” Tarrant County Sheriff 
Bill Waybourn said. “I know that people recognize that DWIs are a threat to the safety of us all. The 
more that we can do to ensure that we hold offenders accountable, and provide the truth about the 
level of their blood alcohol content, is best for our community.”

Tarrant County joins Bexar County in becoming No Refusal all the time.

This program began in Tarrant County in 2008 under Richard Alpert, then an assistant district 
attorney in Tarrant County, who has long been considered the state’s leading expert on DWI and 
intoxication manslaughter prosecution.

“My hope was simply to focus our law enforcement resources on ways to collect the best evidence 
available for use in the prosecution of DWI offenses,” Alpert said. “The success of that program and 
those that followed on a growing list of holidays made it clear that the desire on the part of our law 
enforcement to participate in No Refusal was there. 

  

A first offense of DWI is a Class B misdemeanor, which comes with a fine of as much as $2,000 and up 
to 180 days in jail.

“As a county, we recognize the impact impaired drivers have on families,” Haltom City Police Chief 
Cody Phillips said. “Collisions happen far too often from impaired drivers that choose to drive instead 
of utilizing numerous alternative options.  

“Tarrant County historically has dedicated certain times of the year as a DWI ‘no refusal’ and has 
recognized the necessity for ‘no refusal’ to be year-round,” said Phillips, who is the chairman of the 
Tarrant County Law Enforcement Executive Association. “The Tarrant County Criminal District 
Attorney’s office and Tarrant County Law Enforcement have partnered to enhance impaired driving 
enforcement and prosecution by implementing a countywide no-refusal policy.”

T

arrant County Criminal District Attorney Sharen Wilson will be joined by Tarrant County Sheriff Bill 
Waybourn, Haltom City Police Chief Cody Phillips and other local law enforcement officers for a press 
conference at 10 a.m. Wednesday, October 21, to discuss the 'No Refusal' program.

This program is designed to cut down on intoxicated drivers. It lets drivers pulled over for suspected 
impaired driving, who refuse to take a breath test, to instead be subject to a court-ordered blood test.

When: 10 a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2020

Where: West side steps of the Tarrant County Courthouse, 100 E. Weatherford St., Fort Worth

Why: To talk about the No Refusal program in Tarrant County
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“There is no doubt that Tarrant County’s ability to wear the No Refusal mantel year-round will serve 
as a sobering reminder to our citizens to be more responsible when they get behind the wheel and 
will ensure that those that don’t get the message will be held accountable as officers have the 
benefit of science to support their opinion that a suspect was driving while intoxicated.”

A first offense of DWI is a Class B misdemeanor, which comes with a fine of as much as $2,000 and up 
to 180 days in jail.

“As a county, we recognize the impact impaired drivers have on families,” Haltom City Police Chief 
Cody Phillips said. “Collisions happen far too often from impaired drivers that choose to drive instead 
of utilizing numerous alternative options.

“Tarrant County historically has dedicated certain times of the year as a DWI ‘no refusal’ and has 
recognized the necessity for ‘no refusal’ to be year-round,” said Phillips, who is the chairman of the 
Tarrant County Law Enforcement Executive Association. “The Tarrant County Criminal District 
Attorney’s office and Tarrant County Law Enforcement have partnered to enhance impaired driving 
enforcement and prosecution by implementing a countywide no-refusal policy.”

Click this link: https://youtu.be/qXkPqVKV0O8 to view video from today's news conference.  Feel 
free to download and use at your discretion for news purposes. 
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